
 

  



 

 

 

THE INVITATIONAL LIFESTYLE 

DEVOTIONAL 

 

As we head into this D4J campaign, it feels like our challenge, more than ever, is to 

intentionally live an invitational life. This devotional has been adapted from Steve 

Carters’ 40 day devotional: The Invitational Life. Steve is a minister at Willow Creek 

community church and has a real passion for Christians living the invitational life. 

 

How this devotional works:  

This devotional is designed to get you started on your own journey into the invitational 

life and begin risking yourself to align with God’s heartbeat for humanity. Each day 

begins with a passage of scripture to centre you on God’s desire and truth. Then, you’ll 

be invited to reflect on several questions to help you be open to what God might be 

saying to you, seeking to affirm, correct, or transform in you. As well as inspire you to 

live an invitational life for the sake of the world He loves so much. The daily devotional 

time ends with a prayer to thank God, ask Him for what you need, and invite Him to 

send you out as His instrument. 

 

Our prayer is that you’ll jump in and see what God will do in and through you as you 

embark on this invitational lifestyle. Now, let’s go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

DAY 1: THE INVITATIONAL LIFE 

 

Scripture 

Read Acts 13:32–44, The Message 

 

Teaching 

These are Paul’s words from his sermon to the people gathered at the synagogue in 

Pisidia Antioch. The leaders invited Paul to speak a word of exhortation and he didn’t 

hold back! I read this passage and have flashbacks of my first day at Grand Rapids 

Community College. Of course, I’m no Paul, but he too wanted to grab the 

megaphone away from those who’d had it up to that point and shout about the 

good news. Paul wanted to tell anyone who would listen that something new was 

happening and because of God’s love, every person on earth had an opportunity to 

join in and be part of a new way. Every person, whatever their past, had the ability 

through Jesus to be good and right and whole before God. And anyone who 

grabbed hold of this new life had the opportunity to invite others—they had the 

opportunity to live the invitational life. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What are the key elements of Paul’s presentation of the gospel to the people 

gathered at the synagogue in Pisidia Antioch? 

 

Reflect on a time you witnessed someone who was filled with passion about the 

gospel and wanting everyone else to know about it. Who was that person? What had 

inspired them so much? How did you feel in their presence during that time? 

 

As you read this passage and reflect on the invitational life, what do you sense God is 

inviting you into as you begin this devotional? 

 

Prayer 

God, I want to be filled with a passion for the gospel like Paul was. Renew my spirit 

and give me the courage to embrace the invitational life you’ve called me into as a 

follower of Jesus. For the next 23 days, open my eyes to all you are inviting me to be 

and do so that others will know of your love. Amen. 



 

DAY 2: CREATION 

 

Scripture 

Read Genesis 1:26–31 

 

Teaching 

The first chapter of the book of Genesis tells us the beginning of our story with God. 

And what a beginning it was! God created something out of nothing. He brought light 

to the dark. He made the heavens and the earth. He created sun and moon; sky and 

water; vegetation and animals. And then, after calling all He had made good, He 

made humanity out of the dust of the earth, forming the first man and woman with His 

hands. We weren’t made haphazardly, we were made on purpose, in the very image 

of God. And when God created human beings, He blessed us with abundance and 

called everything He’d made very good.  

 

Reflection Questions 

Though this may be a familiar story—one you’ve read many times before—reflect on 

whether there is anything that you hadn’t noticed before or whether a particular 

image or phrase resonated more this time. What did you notice? What resonated and 

why? 

 

After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what He 

did and what His actions reveal about Him.) Why do you think it’s important to 

remember and recount creation as part of the story? 

 

What do you know to be true about every person in the world—your family members, 

your friends, your neighbours, the strangers you encounter, and your enemies—based 

on this passage? How does that truth shape the way you see and treat others? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the beautiful creation and that you crafted every human being 

carefully and in your own image. Allow the love that caused you to create this world 

and its people fill my heart and overflow into my relationships. Help me to see you in 

the eyes of each person I encounter. Amen.  



 

DAY 3: FALL 

 

Scripture 

Read Genesis 3:1–7; 14–15; 21–24  

 

Teaching 

This part of the story begins the human struggle, the suffering and pain, and the 

destruction of the harmony and peace that once existed. As we read it, something in 

us hurts. We wish—now that we have experienced our own sin and struggle—that 

Adam and Eve would have trusted God’s goodness instead of believing the serpent’s 

lies. We wish that we would trust God’s goodness. We long for wholeness in ourselves, 

in our relationships, and in our world. Even in the midst of Adam and Eve’s bold 

disobedience, though, God foreshadowed His plan of redemption by declaring that 

He would take care of evil and inviting Adam and Eve back into relationship with Him 

by providing them clothes with the skins of an animal. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Imagine yourself as a bystander in this scene in the garden. What would you want to 

say to Adam and Eve as they began to fall for the serpent’s lies? 

 

After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what He 

did and what His actions reveal about Him.) Why do you think it’s important to 

remember and recount the fall as part of the story? 

 

Reflect on a time you were tempted to distrust God’s goodness—that He had your 

best interests in mind. What lies did you believe? What was actually true? 

 

Prayer 

God, forgive me for the times I have distrusted your goodness and given into the lie 

that you don’t have my best interests in mind as you guide and lead me. Help me to 

know your truth, especially in moments of temptation or weakness. Remind me of your 

goodness and give me the strength to trust you. Amen. 

 

 



 

DAY 4: STRUGGLE 

 

Scripture 

Psalm 81:6–12  

 

Teaching 

Adam and Eve started a domino effect. From the day they were expelled from the 

garden, human beings rejected God and ventured off on their own. God’s response 

to this rebellion was to form a group of people—Israel, which literally means “to 

struggle with”—through which He would eventually redeem the whole world. The 

struggle between the Israelites and God is what most of the Old Testament documents 

are about. And what we see throughout the story, depicted so clearly in this passage 

from Psalm 81, is that God never forced the Israelites to choose Him or love Him. Just 

as He had done with Adam and Eve and as He does with us today, God gave the 

Israelites the freedom to choose whether to love Him or reject Him. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Why do you think God gives us the ability to choose whether to love him or reject him? 

What would it mean for us not to have that ability? 

 

After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what He 

did and what His actions reveal about Him.) Why do you think it’s important to 

remember and recount struggle as part of the story? 

 

Reflect on a time that your stubbornness caused you to do something you knew was 

contrary to what God would desire. What was it? How did you experience God in the 

midst of that time? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the gift of choice. I pray that your love would guide me and draw 

me near. Transform my stubborn heart into a sensitive heart—one that hears you and 

responds to you. Show me the ways I rebel against you and, by your grace, help me 

return to you. Amen. 

 



 

DAY 5: REDEMPTION 

 

Scripture 

Read Ephesians 1:3–10  

 

Teaching 

When Israel found itself under the authority of Rome, and according to His plan from 

the beginning, God sent His Son in the flesh to be among his people. Jesus entered 

this broken and struggle-filled story and not only showcased what a God-first life 

looked like, but also demonstrated God’s character and demeanour. Jesus was 

willing to follow God no matter where God asked him to go, even to Golgotha, where 

he died on a cross for the brokenness and sins of humanity. Jesus redeemed us—

through him, and by God’s great love and lavish grace, we were forgiven of our sins 

and restored to relationship with God forever. 

 

Reflection Questions 

When did you first experience the lavishness of God’s grace? Or, when did the 

lavishness of God’s grace really sink in with you? Reflect on that story and thank God 

for all the pieces of it. 

 

After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what He 

did and what His actions reveal about Him.) Why do you think it’s important to 

remember and recount redemption as part of the story? 

 

How does being redeemed—saved and reconciled to relationship with God—impact 

your daily life? How do you want it to? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the lavish grace you poured out in and through Jesus Christ. Thank 

you for showing us more of who you are and how much you love. Thank you for 

redeeming me, choosing me, and calling me yours. Help me to remember the truth 

that I am forever yours, forever loved. And may the fact that I am yours shine out into 

the world for all to see so that others can come to know your love too. Amen. 

 



 

DAY 6: RESTORATION 

 

Scripture 

Read Acts 2:1–12 

 

Teaching 

With the arrival of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, God issued an invitation to all people: 

“Come and join me! Be my messenger, ambassador, reconciler! Join me in the 

restoration of the world!” Jesus had promised the Holy Spirit and told his first disciples 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit, they would be witnesses to the gospel and the 

truth of Jesus Christ not only in their own neighbourhoods and neighbouring cities, but 

also to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:7–8). This invitation to be messengers, 

ambassadors, and reconcilers is still being extended to us today. When we follow 

Jesus, we too receive the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in order to participate 

with God in making the world everything he intended it to be. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What are some of the broken things in our world that you long to be restored to 

wholeness? How is God inviting you to participate in that restoration? 

 

After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what he did 

and what his actions reveal about him.) Why do you think it’s important to remember 

and recount redemption as part of the story? 

 

How would you tell the story of your life in the five movements we’ve talked about 

over the last few days—creation, fall, struggle, redemption, restoration? Create a 

timeline and reflect on what you see and who walked with you in each movement. 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the ongoing restoration in my own life and in the world. Open my 

eyes to see it more and notice where you are bringing it about. Continue to heal me 

and restore me to wholeness. Give me the courage to reach out to those who are in 

the midst of a struggle and share the good news about Jesus, the bearer of 

redemption and restoration. Amen. 



 

DAY 7: ANCIENT BARRIERS 

 

Scripture 

Read Acts 21:27–36 

 

Teaching 

What happened to Paul in Jerusalem would happen again and again as he travelled 

throughout the near east. By preaching the gospel—the message that said all people 

now had direct access to God through Christ—Paul was disturbing the power 

structures and deeply held beliefs about who belonged and who didn’t. The Old 

Testament chronicles God’s invitation to the people of Israel to be a light to the 

nations—to demonstrate and highlight the very essence of God’s character by acting 

justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. But the Israelites failed to see the 

story God was writing and out of fear of being negatively influenced by the culture 

that surrounded them, they used God’s instruction to remain holy as a way to justify 

erecting barriers to keep people out. The temple became a place not for those who 

sought after God, but for those with a certain lineage and pedigree. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What do you know to be true about God based on the message of the gospel—that 

all people have access to God through Jesus Christ? 

 

What barriers do you see generally among Christians that might be causing people 

to believe they can’t or shouldn’t have access to God? What were some of the 

barriers (attitudes, behaviours, words) you faced when you were exploring faith and 

church? 

 

Ask God to show you whether there is anything in your life (an attitude, a behaviour, 

or your words) that acts a barrier to someone else seeking access to God. Sit quietly 

and listen for a few minutes. What did God reveal to you? What is he inviting you to 

do? 

 

 

 



 

Prayer 

God, thank you that you are available and accessible to anyone, to everyone, 

through Jesus. Forgive me for anything I have done to create barriers that have 

prevented or dissuaded someone else from accessing your forgiveness, love, and 

grace. Continue to grow my heart so that it looks like your expansive, forgiving, 

inclusive heart. And may I be someone who invites anyone and everyone to know 

you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  



 

DAY 8: JESUS, BARRIER-BREAKER 

 

Scripture 

Read Ephesians 2:13–18 

 

Teaching 

By his death, Jesus destroyed all barriers and divisions between and among the 

Israelites and the rest of humanity. Through the cross, he invited each and every one 

of us into a new way of living—the way of the peacemaker, bridge-builder, and inviter. 

But in the young church of Paul’s day, the old barriers persisted. People continued to 

want to isolate and segregate, so Paul found himself constantly reminding them about 

what Jesus did and how he has invited us to model our lives after his. Of course, 

divisiveness, disunity, and disintegration remain in our day, seeming to grow with each 

passing year. But Jesus invites us into something different. 

 

Reflection Questions 

As you read this passage, what words or phrases about Jesus stood out to you? Why 

do you think they did? 

 

Reflect on a time in your life when you felt outside the family of God or beyond God’s 

reach. What did that feel like? What did it feel like then to be welcomed in and 

restored? How would you describe the feeling to a friend? 

 

Where is there conflict or unrest in your relationships, community, church, or in the 

world? What would it take for there to be peace? What is God inviting you to do in 

the particular conflicts or areas of unrest you identified? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for Jesus and his peace. I want to be a barrier-breaker. I want to see 

people in my family, my community, my church, and the world as you do—invited, 

included, accepted. Open my eyes to the ways I continue to erect barriers instead of 

bring peace. Fill me with your Spirit anew and give me opportunities to be a 

peacemaker so that barriers will fall and the people I encounter will know your love. 

Amen.  



 

DAY 9: CARRIERS OF THE GOSPEL 

 

Scripture 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 & Ephesians 2:19–22 

 

Teaching 

Paul declared our bodies “temples of the Holy Spirit,” so people no longer need to go 

to a particular place—like the temple—to experience God. They can experience God 

through us. We are carriers of his grace, character, and love. Now, we don’t always 

do this well, but over time, as we deepen our relationship with God and as he 

transforms our hearts and minds to become increasingly loving and grace-filled, we 

begin to reflect Jesus more and more. In this way, we become carriers of the gospel 

individually and as a community of believers. 

 

Reflection Questions 

How are you doing at being a carrier of the gospel? What do people see when they 

are in your presence? What in you reflects God’s character, grace, and love? What 

parts do you need to yield to God’s transforming work?  

 

When did you first hear the gospel and respond? Who “carried” the gospel to you in 

a way that led you to receive the gift of grace through Jesus? Reach out to them and 

thank them for the way they carried the gospel to you. 

 

Sit quietly for one or two minutes and ask God to bring to mind faces of people to 

whom he wants you to carry the gospel. Also, pray that God would identify the places 

he wants to send you. Who came to mind? How is God inviting you to respond? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for entrusting me to be a carrier of the gospel. Thank you for granting 

me the gift of your Holy Spirit in my very body to guide and direct me. Help me to be 

open to wherever you lead me. Transform the places in me that don’t reflect your 

love and grace. Plant someone in my heart who is seeking after you and searching 

for a loving presence in their life who can answer questions or help them find their 

way. Use me to carry your grace. Amen 



 

DAY 10: NO STRINGS ATTACHED 

 

Scripture 

Read Ephesians 1:4–8 

 

Teaching 

In Paul’s day, Ephesus was the second largest city in the world and set the standard 

for what was beautiful, pleasing, and desirable. And much like our culture today, 

wealth, popularity, status, and physical beauty were the primary indicators of value. 

So, if you didn’t have these things, you were disparaged or discarded. Into this 

culture—and to ours—Paul spoke something different. God does not disparage or 

discard the imperfect. To the contrary, God chooses the imperfect, pursuing every 

person on earth and adopting anyone who says yes, no strings attached. Being open 

and available to the Holy Spirit will mean beings open and available to those our 

culture devalues. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What do you know to be true about you, as a follower of Jesus, based on this 

passage? Which of the truths you identified in response to the question above is 

hardest for you to believe about yourself? Why? Try writing the truth you struggle to 

internalise somewhere you can see it each day as a reminder. 

 

As you read through the list of truths from this passage, who comes to mind as 

someone you wish would know these truths about themselves? What step is God 

inviting you to take relating to that person? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for choosing me, loving me, adopting me, forgiving me, and lavishing 

me with your grace. Help me to take these truths into my soul, mind, and heart. Guide 

my thoughts and actions so that they reflect what is fundamentally true about me 

because of your love. Dispel any fear or insecurity so I can see the chosen-ness of 

others, no matter the value our culture places on them, and invite them to embrace 

your love and grace. Amen. 

 



 

DAY 11: CITIZENS OF HEAVEN 

 

Scripture 

Read Philippians 3:17–20 

 

Teaching 

As a follower of Jesus, your identity first and foremost is as a citizen of heaven. And I 

don’t mean you will be a citizen of heaven one day; I mean, as Paul told the 

Philippians, you are a citizen of heaven now. It’s easy to forget this truth, living here in 

our world, obsessed as it is with money, power, fame, and sex. But what Paul reminds 

us is that because we are citizens of heaven, our allegiance belongs not to the powers 

or temptations of this world, but to the king of the heavenly realm, Jesus, and our 

calling is to bring the culture and values of heaven to earth. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What stands out to you most as you read this passage? Why do you think that is? 

 

How would you describe the culture of the country in which you were born? What are 

the three or four key values of that country? How do the culture and values of heaven 

compare to those of your home country? 

 

Bring to mind one small space that you frequent—maybe it’s your office, a coffee 

shop, your block, a classroom. Imagine what it would be like for you to bring the 

culture and values of heaven to the place you selected. What do you see? What’s 

different? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for my citizenship in heaven with Jesus as king. Help me to remember 

this every single day when I wake up. My allegiance is to you, to your values, to your 

kingdom. When I get distracted or tempted to go the way of the world, running after 

money, sex, fame, power, or whatever else pulls at me, intervene! Remind me where 

my citizenship lies. Remind me that I am yours. May I bring the culture and values of 

heaven to earth. Amen. 

 



 

DAY 12: BE LED 

 

Scripture 

Read Matthew 4:1; Acts 13:1–3 

 

Teaching 

Hearing from the Holy Spirit is one thing, but having the courage and willingness to 

actually respond can feel too scary. We have to be willing, as Jesus was, to be led by 

the Spirit to show up in the ways God is asking us. This can be uncomfortable. We 

might face rejection, feel awkward, or come off as strange. But God is faithful and 

present. He will meet his children wherever he sends them. So, you might be rejected, 

laughed at, or embarrassed. You might never know the impact of your words or 

actions from a kingdom perspective. Yet, in the midst of your response to the Holy 

Spirit, you will encounter the very presence of God. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflect on the last time the Holy Spirit prompted you and you said yes. How did you 

feel as you stepped out in faith to act? How did you experience God as you acted? 

 

What most often gets in the way of you saying yes to a prompting from the Holy Spirit? 

Ask God to fill you with what you need to push through whatever holds you back and 

to help you trust you will encounter him wherever he sends you. 

 

Is there anything the Holy Spirit has been nudging you about that you haven’t yet 

responded to as you’ve been prompted? What is it? What is one step you can take 

to respond and exercise your faith? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the invitation to participate in your restoration of this world. Forgive 

me for the times you have prompted me to action and I’ve failed to respond because 

of fear or insecurity. Fill me with courage and send me out to share the good news, 

love the lonely, and extend grace and compassion into this hurting world. Amen. 

 

 



 

DAY 13: HOLY EXPECTANCY 

 

Scripture 

Read John 16:12–15 

 

Teaching 

We are tempted to think we have to spend hours and hours in quiet time to hear from 

God. Don’t get me wrong, regular times of silence and solitude are important for any 

Christ follower in this busy, crazy world. But in my life, the Holy Spirit has prompted me 

to action most often in conversations with other people and usually, I can only hear 

the Spirit when I’m really listening to the person across from me. I don’t understand 

exactly how this works, but I know when I enter into a conversation with someone with 

a holy expectancy, I am more likely to sense God’s presence and prompting. When 

I’m listening well, I grow in my ability to be guided by the Spirit and love others well, 

just as Jesus promised. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What stands out to you as you read the words that Jesus spoke about the Holy Spirit? 

What more do you know about the Spirit after reading Jesus’ words? 

 

Do you sense any resistance in your mind or heart when you think about hearing from 

and responding to the Holy Spirit? What is the resistance? Where do you think it comes 

from?    

 

How well would your spouse, children, or closest friends say you listen to them? If you’re 

not a great listener, why do you think that is? What do you think would help you listen 

better? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for your guidance through the Holy Spirit. Help me to enter into every 

conversation with a holy expectancy, knowing you are present and working as I listen 

with compassion. Expand my heart so that I see the act of listening to others as an act 

of love and a way of showing up as a bearer of your presence and grace. Guide me 

in every way. Amen. 



 

DAY 14: LISTEN 

 

Scripture 

Read 1 Samuel 3:1–10 

 

Teaching 

When we decide to follow Jesus, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us, send 

us to speak to certain people, and help us notice where God is already at work in the 

world. But we have to hear the Spirit to respond. And this takes practice and paying 

attention. In this passage, we read a beautiful example of how God whispered to 

Samuel and how Samuel trained himself to open his ears to God’s voice. Samuel’s 

words can be our words when we walk into work, a restaurant, or around our 

neighbourhood—“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 

 

Reflection Questions 

When was the last time you felt the Holy Spirit sending you to do something or say 

something? How did you respond? 

 

What most often gets in the way of you hearing the Spirit’s promptings? Are there 

circumstances or seasons in which you seem to hear from the Holy Spirit more often? 

What sets those times apart? 

 

Practice listening for the Holy Spirit. Sit quietly for two to three minutes and pray 

Samuel’s simple words: “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” What did you hear? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for your Holy Spirit and the way you speak to me. I long to grow in 

knowing and hearing your promptings. And I want to respond in faith and without 

fear. Open my ears and give me a heart that listens so I can join you in the work you’re 

doing in this world. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

DAY 15: INVITED 

 

Scripture 

Read Acts 13:2–12 

 

Teaching 

When the Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas out on their first trip to spread the gospel, 

Paul went by the name Saul. But then he met and shared the gospel with Sergius 

Paulus. After Sergius Paulus accepted the invitation to know Jesus Christ, Saul began 

to be known as Paul. Some scholars say that Saul took the name Paul in honour of the 

first person that accepted his invitation to know Christ. I wonder if the two guys—

Dominic and Nathan—who took me under their wing and then introduced me to 

Jesus are using my name today. I’d be okay with that; my relationship with them and 

their invitation changed my life. In fact, my desire to live an invitational life can be 

traced back to them. They got to know me, asked me questions, and taught me how 

to live. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Who has shared the gospel with you over the course of your life? How did your 

relationship (or lack of relationship) impact your response? Who was the first person 

you encountered that really sought to live like Jesus and follow his teachings? What 

particular details stand out to you about that person? 

 

Sit quietly and ask God to show you who he’s calling you to relate with, ask questions 

about, and show an interest in. Who came to mind? What is one step you could take 

to begin a relationship with that person? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the people I’ve known who took a risk and shared the gospel with 

me. Thank you for softening my heart toward you and opening my eyes to your grace 

and love. Allow my path to cross with people who are longing to be seen and known 

and help me to listen well, ask good questions, and be a light to them. Grant me the 

courage to take a risk when the time is right and extend them an invitation to know 

you. Amen. 



 

DAY 16: EXPANDING THE INVITATION 

 

Scripture 

Read Luke 14:16–24 

 

Teaching 

Receiving an invitation to join someone for dinner or a special occasion is a gift. When 

we’re invited, we feel seen, loved, and wanted. But so often, we forget what it’s like 

to be invited and we allow our busyness and fear of rejection to prevent us from 

inviting others. We don’t go out of our way—out to the roads and country lanes, as 

the master in Jesus’ story instructed—to invite. That would knock us out of our routine 

and add an agenda item to an already full schedule. Plus, we might be embarrassed 

if the person we invite says no. Jesus calls us to make the invitation anyway. After all, 

the person you invite might say yes. Look what happened when someone invited you!  

 

Reflection Questions 

Read this passage again and this time notice what words, phrases, or images stand 

out to you. Sit quietly and ask God to show you how those words, phrases, or images 

apply to your life right now. What did God reveal to you? 

 

Reflect on a time you were out of your routine and your path crossed with someone 

you wouldn’t normally encounter. What happened? How did you experience God? 

 

What “roads and country lanes” do you sense God calling you to travel in order to 

expand the invitation to those standing alone, those who feel like outsiders, or those 

who feel unseen? 

 

Prayer 

God, open my eyes to the places you are calling me to go to share your invitation. 

Open my ears to hear where you are guiding me and sending me and then fill me 

with the fortitude and courage to share my story and all you have done in my life. Let 

me not get so caught up in my own life, schedule, and preferences that I miss 

extending even a single invitation. Amen. 

 



 

DAY 17: EVERYONE 

 

Scripture 

Read Romans 10:12–15 

 

Teaching 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Everyone? Paul’s words 

were as challenging to the Romans of the first century as they are to us today. I don’t 

know about you, but there are some ways of believing, living, and voting that are 

harder for me to accept than others. There are some people I fundamentally disagree 

with, and even dislike. So, Paul’s words make me uncomfortable and reveal that my 

heart leans toward the judgmental and stingy. But God’s heart is expansive and 

generous. And every person who has called on the name of the Lord and been saved, 

has been sent to extend God’s expansive, generous love to everyone. Everyone. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

When you think of yourself as being sent into your community, workplace, and world 

to extend God’s expansive, generous love, what fears, insecurities, or questions arise 

in you? Talk with a trusted friend or mentor about these fears, insecurities, or questions 

to gain some ideas about how you might overcome them. 

 

Who are the people you have a hard time loving? What makes it hard? What one 

step could you take to begin seeing whomever you identified with God’s expansive, 

generous heart and showing up for them in some way? (Maybe it’s praying a blessing 

over them daily; maybe it’s inviting them for coffee and asking to hear their story; 

maybe it’s serving them in a tangible way). 

 

What people group do you feel particularly called to share the gospel with during this 

season of your life? What is God’s invitation to you with respect to the people you 

identified? 

 

 

 



 

Prayer 

God, thank you for saving and redeeming me. Thank you that every single person I 

encounter—everyone—is invited into your love and grace. They need only call on 

your name and you will save them. Thank you for sending me out to share this good 

news. Expand my heart and rid me of any fear or insecurity that holds me back or 

discourages me. Fill me with courage, the right words and spirit, and love. Guide my 

steps and use me to extend your invitation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  



 

DAY 18: SHOWING UP 

 

Scripture 

Read Philippians 4:10–16 

 

Teaching 

In our culture, we often equate needing help with failure or inadequacy, but thinking 

we need nothing from anyone is dangerous.  At some point in our lives, we all face 

circumstances that are beyond our capacity to handle and we find ourselves in need 

of help. When others show up in our weakness and vulnerability, we get to see God’s 

grace on display. This is precisely what Paul experienced from the church when he 

was in prison, totally dependent upon their provision for his needs. When we release 

the outcome of our greatest need, we surrender our illusion of control and deepen 

our relationship with God and with others. On the flip side, as followers of Jesus, we 

get to be carriers of God’s grace to those in need around us. We get to show up 

however God is calling us and extend his love to others. But we have to be paying 

attention to who’s in need. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflect on a time when you were in need and didn’t have the capacity to handle 

your circumstances without help. What did it feel like to be in that position? What 

emotions occupied your heart? What thoughts plagued your mind? Who helped you 

the most during that time?    

 

Consider a time in the recent past when you didn’t show up and help someone in the 

way you wish you would have. What got in the way? 

 

Who in your life is going through a time of need? Ask God to show you what step you 

can take to show up for that person and display God’s grace and unconditional love.    

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the gift of your grace and unconditional love poured out in and 

through Jesus. Thank you for the ways you grant me glimpses of your goodness 

through the people and circumstances I encounter. Let me be someone you use to 



 

put your grace on display in the midst of darkness and suffering. Soften my heart and 

open my eyes to the needs around me so I can show up for those you’re calling me 

to love. Amen. 

 

 

  



 

DAY 19: STUCK IN THE FAMILIAR 

 

Scripture 

Read Deuteronomy 1:6–8 

 

Teaching 

I don’t know what you think about when you hear the word “evangelism,” but I share 

this story of the Israelites at Horeb because I think they were stuck there just like we are 

stuck in distorted notions of what evangelism is. Here’s what I mean: there seem to be 

two common ways to share the gospel—one focuses on sin and eternal life; the other 

focuses on grace and life now. One is sold as an insurance policy against hell and the 

other seeks to save the world from oppression and injustice. One proclaims the fall 

and redemption. One focuses on creation and restoration. Neither is the whole story. 

I want us to step out of these old moulds and into a new land where creation, fall, 

struggle, redemption, and restoration is the story we tell. 

 

Reflection Questions 

What memories or images does the word “evangelism” conjure for you? How would 

you define that word if someone unfamiliar with it asked you what it meant? 

 

Reflect on an experience you’ve had with the type of evangelism that focuses 

primarily on sin and avoiding hell. How did that experience make you feel? What 

questions did it leave you asking? Reflect on an experience you’ve had with the type 

of evangelism that focuses primarily on grace and life now. How did that experience 

make you feel? What questions did it leave you asking? 

 

Now that you’ve made your way through This Invitational Life and come to the end 

of this devotional, using your own words, how would you share the elements of God’s 

story—creation, fall, struggle, redemption, and restoration—with someone with whom 

you’ve built a relationship? (If it’s helpful, start by simply defining each of the elements 

as you understand them). 

 

 

 



 

Prayer 

God, help me to internalise your full story, from creation to restoration. I don’t want to 

be someone who shies away from certain parts out of fear or because I lack 

knowledge. I want to walk in the fullness of your truth so that what I share brings the 

power and weight of the good news. Show me where I need a fuller understanding 

and lead me on the right path. Redeem my evangelistic efforts for your glory and to 

further your purposes in this world. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

DAY 20: HOLDING BACK 

 

Scripture 

Read Acts 5:1–6 

 

Teaching 

A heart that is open to God and all he is doing in the world is a trusting heart. What 

we see in this story from the early days of the church is a man who wanted to be a 

part of God’s work, but just couldn’t bring himself to fully trust God. How often do we 

do this? We want to trust God; we want to give everything; we want to fully 

participate. But something in us causes us to hold back—fear, insecurity, distraction, 

selfishness, greed—and we miss out on all God wants to do in and through us. Our 

love is diminished, the image of God within us is squelched, and the invitational life is 

silenced. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflect on a time something you said or did diminished your ability to love a family 

member, friend, or neighbour well.  Examine whether there was a lack of trust in God’s 

love, provision, or presence underlying whatever you identified. What was it? 

 

What parts of your life are you holding back from God, unwilling to trust his love and 

grace? What are you afraid of? 

 

Imagine sitting down with Jesus and sharing the part of your life with him that to date 

you have held back. How do you imagine him responding? What would one step be 

to going ahead with that conversation and trusting him to respond with love? 

 

Prayer 

God, help me to trust you more. Forgive me for holding back and being afraid to let 

you reign in every area of my life and corner of my heart. Keep me focused on you 

and let me remember your faithfulness and trustworthiness. Prevent me from 

distraction and fear so that your love flows through me. Amen. 

 

 



 

DAY 21: WHAT HAPPENED HERE? 

 

Scripture 

Read Joshua 4:1–7 

 

Teaching 

We are forgetful. We experience a miraculous or momentous event, claiming we’ll 

never forget God’s presence and intervention, but then our circumstances take a turn 

or we enter a season of suffering and struggle and suddenly we forget God’s 

faithfulness. We forget what God is capable of and we lose hope. This is nothing new. 

When God stopped the flow of the Jordan River to allow his people to cross into the 

Promised Land, he knew that over time, they would forget that he had intervened. So, 

he instructed the Israelites to build a memorial to commemorate what he had done. 

Then, for generations to come, whenever anyone saw the memorial, they would be 

prompted to ask what happened there. A key aspect of living an invitational life is our 

ability to share what God has done in our lives. To do that, we need to remember. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflect on a time you were aware of God’s presence in a miraculous or remarkable 

way. What “stones” do you have to help you remember that encounter? (Maybe it’s 

a keepsake or a song; maybe it’s a person you were with or a particular place). How 

do you feel when you recall God’s intervention in your life? 

 

Use a timeline to map out when each of your most significant encounters with God 

happened. What “stone” or keepsake might help you to remember each encounter? 

How would you describe one or two of the encounters you included on your timeline 

to a friend if they asked, “What happened here?” 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the ways you have intervened in my life whether I’ve been aware 

or not. Thank you that you are mindful of me. What a miracle! Help me to remember 

and commemorate the moments you have made your presence known in a unique 

way. Show me where you’ve been at work and enable me to tell your story through 

my own. Amen. 



 

DAY 22: THE LIVING STONE 

 

Scripture 

Read 1 Peter 2:4–8 

 

Teaching 

In our darkest hours when our circumstances so overtake us that we forget who we 

are and we cannot remember a single time God has intervened in our lives, there is 

one thing we can cling to: Jesus. Jesus Christ is the living stone. He is the evidence of 

God’s love, the ultimate intervention into human history, and the commemoration of 

God’s goodness, faithfulness, and grace. To know and be able to tell the story of Jesus 

is to say yes to the invitational life. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflect on the first time you shared the gospel with someone. Who was it? What did 

you say? How did that person respond? 

 

What hesitations do you have when an opportunity to share the gospel arises? How 

do you prepare yourself? Is there a particular passage of Scripture that helps you? 

 

How would you share the gospel today if presented with the opportunity? 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for Jesus and that you opened my heart to your truth and grace. 

Thank you for the opportunities you’ve given me to share the gospel. I pray that for 

every opportunity you grant me, you would provide me the right words and show me 

what the person I’m speaking with needs to hear about you. May nothing in my own 

life get in the way. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DAY 23: LIVING STONES 

 

Scripture 

Read 1 Peter 3:13–16 

 

Teaching 

Our very lives can act as living stones—monuments to God’s goodness and 

redemption—that prompt people to ask more. Perhaps the way you respond to 

difficult news or conflict will cause someone to wonder why you remain hopeful or 

seek reconciliation. Maybe your kindness and generosity to the poor or vulnerable in 

your community will have people wondering what motivates you. The ways you 

interact in the situations you find yourself in can be so compelling that the people 

around you will want to know why you’re choosing to live as you are. And once 

people start asking questions, you have an opportunity to take a risk and share the 

good news. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Who comes to mind when you think of someone who is a “living stone” to God’s 

goodness and redemption? What made you think of that person? What 

characteristics do they display? 

 

What do you see when you look at your life as objectively as possible? Where do you 

demonstrate kindness and gentleness? In what circumstances do you have rough 

edges or impatience? 

 

How would you respond if given the opportunity to explain why you have hope in the 

midst of difficulty, extend kindness to the poor and vulnerable, or seek to reconcile 

disputes? What is your story to tell? If you’re not sure, try writing it out and practicing it 

so you can share it the next time you have the opportunity. 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for my story and the way you’ve saved and redeemed me. Thank 

you for all the ways you have transformed and continue to transform my heart. 

Illuminate the ways I don’t represent you well or provide evidence of the grace and 



 

forgiveness you’ve extended to me. Help me to surrender those parts of myself to you 

so I can look more like Christ in every way. Guide me in telling my story when I have 

the chance. Amen. 

 


